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statements of the Elders all revolve around the above four meanings. 

No one goes further astray than the one who puts verse 27 of 
Surat Ar-Rum and verse 1 1 of Surat Ash-Shura in contention with 
one another. They use the verse from Ash-Shura to deny Allah's 
attributes and they are blind to the remainder of the verse, which 
says, "And He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing." This 
misguidance even led one of them, Ahmad Ibn Abi Duwad Al-QadI, 
to advise the Caliph Al-Ma'mun to write on the covering of the 
Ka'bah, "There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the Strong, the 
Wise," attempting to distort the words of Allah in order to deny 
Allah's attributes of Seeing and Hearing. Similarly, another misled 
person, Jahm Ibn Safwan, said, "I wish I could erase from the 
Qur'an, 'Then He settled over the Throne' [7:54]." We ask Allah, 
the Great, the Hearing, the Seeing, to confirm us with the confirmed 
saying (the testimony of faith) in both this life and the Hereafter by 
His grace and mercy. 

Concerning the grammatical parsing of ka-mithlihl, there are 
different views. First, the ka is considered a non-restrictive relative 
clause added for emphasis. ' Aws Ibn Hajr has said: 

There is no one like (ka-mithl) the young Zuhayr, 

no one equivalent to him in behavior. 
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Another said: 

There exists no man of men similar to him (ka-mithlihim). 
A third said: 

Dead bodies like the (ka-mithl) trunk of the palm tree. 
Therefore, mithl is the predicate of laysa and its simple substantive 
is shayy. This is a strong, good opinion. The Arabs know this 
meaning in their dialects. It would not be obscure to them when they 
hear it. An additional ka for emphasis can be found in Arabic in the 
following statements, "What was left are the three stones under the 
cooking pot, as they were (ka-kama) put," and, "It became like the 
remains of eaten-up crops." 

A second view is that mithl (like) is extraneous. That is, the 
meaning is laysa ka-huwa shayy ('there is nothing like him'). This 
is far from the correct view. Mithl is a noun and the opinion that 
states that an additional letter has been added for emphasis is much 
more likely the opinion that states that an additional complete word 
has been added extraneously. 

The third view is that there is nothing augmentative in the 
statement. It is similar to the statement, "Someone like you does not 
do that," which means: 'You don't do such a thing.' The word 
similar is used as exaggeration. That is, "If there were any kind of 
similitude to Allah, it would not be similar to Him. So what about 
the case when there is no such similitude?" 

Other opinions are given but the first view seems the most 
apparent. 

(18) He created {khalaqa) the creation (khdlq) with His 
Knowledge (bi-'ilmihi). 

Khalaqa means to initiate, originate, and bring into existence. It 
also means to determine and ordain (qadara). Khalq is the infinitive 
verbal noun, but here it means makhliiq, 'the created'. The word bi- 
'ilmihi functions as a hal, denotative of state, suggesting that Allah 
created the world with full knowledge. He has said, "Should He not 
know what He created, whereas He is the Most Subtle and Most 
Aware?" [67: 14]. And He has elaborated, "With Him are the keys to 
the Unseen, the treasures that none knows but He. He knows 
whatever there is on earth and in the sea. Not a leaf falls but with 
His knowledge. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth, nor 
anything fresh or dry but is noted in a Clear Record. It is He Who 
takes your souls by night and knows all that you do by day" [6:59- 
60]. That verse contains a refutation of the Mu'tazilah. 



Commentary on the Creed of At- Tahawi 67 

Imam 'Abdul- 'Aziz Al-Makkl, a student and friend of Imam 
Ash-ShafTi, in his book Al-Hidah, 50 gave an account of a 
discussion he had with Bishr Al-MarisI at the court of Al-Ma'mun. 
He questioned Bishr about the knowledge of Allah. Bishr replied, 
"He is not ignorant." 'Abdul-'Aziz kept on repeating the question to 
him and he kept coming back with the same answer. He would not 
admit that Allah knows by His knowledge. 'Abdul- 4 Aziz then said, 
"Denying His ignorance is not an act of praise. If I say, 'This pillar 
is not ignorant, it does not mean that it knows. Furthermore, Allah 
has praised the prophets, angels and Believers because of their 
knowledge, not because they were not ignorant. If knowledge is 
confirmed, then ignorance is negated. But negating ignorance does 
not affirm knowledge. And human beings must affirm of Allah what 
He has affirmed of Himself and negate what He has negated. And 
furthermore, we must be quiet about what He has kept quiet about." 

The rational arguments proving that Allah is qualified with the 
attribute of knowledge are as follows. First, it is not possible for 
Allah to create things without knowing what they are. Creating 
something means to bring that thing into existence by His will. 
Willing implies that He conceptualizes what He wills. The 
conception of what He wills is the knowledge of the willed thing. 
Therefore, creation necessarily implies knowledge. Second, the 
perfection and order that we see in the things of the world requires 
that the One Who made them should know them thoroughly. A 
perfect work cannot be expected of an ignorant being. 

Third, among the beings of the world are those who have 
knowledge. And since knowledge is an attribute of perfection, it is 
inconceivable that their Creator should be without knowledge. 

This argument may be elaborated in two ways. First, it is self- 
evident that the Creator is more complete and perfect than the 
creation, as the Necessary Being is more perfect than the possible. It 
is also self-evident that, of two beings, one knowing and the other 
not knowing, what is knowing is more perfect than what is not 
knowing. Hence, if the Creator is not knowing, the possible being 
would be more perfect than He, and this is an impossibility. 
Second, whatever knowledge there is in the possible realm, which 
are the created things, is from Him. Therefore, it is inconceivable 
that the Creator and the Originator of perfection should not be 
perfect. On the contrary, He should be more perfect than the created 
objects. Again, to Allah belongs the highest similitude. He and His 
creatures are not equal, neither with respect to analogy or syllogistic 



50 
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reasoning. Rather, every perfection that is affirmed of the created is 
more substantiated of the Creator. Finally, every shortcoming that 
the created are possibly free of, He is, in the first place, also free of 
it. 

(19) He has ordained all things in due measure. 

Allah has said, "It is He Who created all things, and ordained 
them in due proportions" [25:2]; "Truly, all things have We created 
in proportion and measure" [54:49); "And the command of Allah is 
ordained according to a measure" [33:38]; and, "(He is the One) 
Who has created and further given order and proportion, Who has 
ordained laws and granted guidance" [87:2-3]. 

Muslim recorded from 'Abdullah Ibn 'Amr that the Prophet 
(peace be on him) said, "Allah ordained the measures of created 
things fifty thousand years before He created the heavens and the 
earth, and His throne was on the waters." 51 

(20) He has fixed their terms. 

That is, Allah has fixed the life-span of the creatures such that 
when their time comes due, they are not able to postpone or advance 
it a single moment. Allah says, "When their term is reached, not an 
hour can they cause delay nor an hour can they advance it" [10:49]. 
Also, "Nor can a soul die except by Allah's leave, the term being 
fixed as by writing" [3:145]. Muslim recorded from 'Abdullah Ibn 
Mas'ud that Umm Hablbah, a wife of the Prophet (peace be on 
him), once said in a prayer, "O Allah, benefit me by my husband, 
the Messenger of Allah, by my father, Abu Sufyan, and by my 
brother, Mu'awlyah." The Prophet (peace be on him) then said, 
"You have asked of Allah about durations of life already set, and 
length of days already allotted, and sustenance, the shares of which 
have been fixed. Allah would not do anything before its due time, 
and He would not delay anything beyond its due time. If you had 
asked Allah to provide you refuge from the torment of the Hell-fire 
or from the torment of the grave, it would have been better for you 
and more excellent." 52 

One who is killed dies, too, at his appointed time. Allah knows 
things and fixes them. He determines that one man will die of 
illness, another will be killed, a third will be buried under a falling 



51 Muslim, Al-Qadr, 2653; At-TirmidhI, 2156; Ahmad, 2:169. 
"Muslim, Al-Qadr, 2663, 32, 33; Ahmad, 1:390, 413, 433, 445, 446. 
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wall, a fourth will be burned, a fifth drowned, and so on, 
concerning all causes of death. Allah created death and life. He also 
created the causes of death and life. 

According to the Mu'tazilah, the murdered has had his life-span 
shortened. If he had not been killed, he would have lived to his 
complete term; therefore, he actually has two terms. But this is 
wrong. It is not conceivable to say of Allah that He created a term 
for him that He knew he would not reach. Nor can one say that He 
would make his term open to two cases, in the same manner that 
Allah has commanded the guardian of a person who is murdered to 
observe equality in avenging the murder or for the killer to pay a 
ransom (if the guardian agreed) because he has committed what 
Allah has prohibited and has used means which are forbidden. 

In this meaning is the hadlth, "Keeping the ties of kin extends 
one's life-span." 53 That is, it is the cause of his prolonged life. Allah 
has decreed that a specific person will do good to his kin, and 
because of it he will live longer than he would have lived if he had 
not done so. Allah has decreed that cause and fulfilled it. Similarly, 
He has decreed that another person will not keep the ties of kin; 
therefore, he will live to a specific span because of that. The same 
kind of argument holds true for murder, death, and so on. 

One may ask if good behavior towards one kin enhances the 
span of life, then does supplication (du 'a ') have the same effect? 
The answer is that there is no necessary relation between the two. 
This response is based on the above statement of the Prophet (peace 
be on him) to Umm Hablbah, "You have asked of Allah about 
durations of life which have already been set." One's life-span is 
determined and it is not confirmed in any text of the Shari'ah that 
supplication can make any change in that. This is different from the 
case of being saved from punishment in the Hereafter. It is clear 
from the texts that supplications can have a positive effect on that 
matter. However, prayer for change in the term when it promotes 
the good of the Hereafter has also been allowed. 

An-Nasa'I recorded from 'Ammar Ibn Yasir that the Prophet 
(peace be on him) said in an invocation, "O Allah, by Your 
knowledge of the Unseen and Your Power over the creation, give 



53 Ash-Shihab Al-Quda'I, Musnad, ed. by HamadI 'Abdul-Majid As-Salafi (Beirut: 
Mu'assasat ds-Risalah, 1405/1985), hadlth no. 100. The hadlth with this wording is 
rated weak because one of its transmitters, Nasr Ibn Hammad, is very unreliable. 
However, the meaning of the hadlth is supported by a number of other ahadlth 
reported in various collections. See Al-Bukharl, 2067, 5986; Muslim, 2557; Abu 
Dawud, 1693; At-TirmidhI, 1979; Ahmad, 3:156, 247, 266. 
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me life as long as life is good for me and cause me to die when death 
is best for me..." 54 This is further supported by a hadlth recorded by 
Al-Hakim in his Sahih 55 from Thawban, who narrated that the 
Prophet (peace be on him) said, "Nothing can repulse predestination 
except supplication. Also, nothing increases one's lifespan except 
piety, and a man is deprived of his sustenance because of the sins he 
committed." 56 Making. a nadhar (oath that one would make an 
offering if something is granted to him) is discouraged in hadlth 
because it neither wards off evil nor brings blessings. It is 
confirmed in the two Sahlhs of Al-Bukhaii and Muslim that the 
Prophet (peace be on him) forbade nadhar and said, "It does not do 
any good except to take money from the pocket of a miser." 57 

Supplication is correct and beneficial in some cases but not in all 
cases. The same is true for nadhar. For that reason, Allah does not 
love transgression in supplications. Imam Ahmad disapproved of 
praying for a long life and he said, "That is a fait accompli that has 
already been decided." 

As for the statement of Allah, "And no one grows old who 
grows old nor is aught lessened of his life, but it is recorded in a 
Book" [35:1 1]. There is a difference of opinion concerning what the 
male indefinite pronoun in umrihi is referring to. Some say it is 
analogous to the statement, "I have a dollar and half of it," meaning, 
"I have a dollar and a half of another." In this reading, the verse 
would be, "Nor is a man grown old granted length of days, nor is a 
part cut off from another's life (umrihi), but it is in a Book 
ordained." 

Others say that refers to addition or deletion in the scrolls that are 
in the possession of the angels. These people interpret the verses, 
"For each period is an appointed writing. Allah does blot out or 
confirm what He pleases. With Him is the Mother of the Book" 
[13:38-39], as referring to Allah blotting out or confirming what is 
recorded in the scrolls in the possession of the angels. And, "With 
Him is the Mother of the Book" refers to the Preserved Tablet (al- 



54 Part of a hadlth in An-Nasa'I, 3:54, 55. It was stated earlier. 

55 The name of his work is Al-Mustadrak 'aid as-Sahihayn and most scholars of hadlth 

do not refer to it as a Sahih because it contains many weak and fabricated ahddlth. 

56 Ibn Majah, Al-Fitan, 4022; Ahmad, 5:277, 280, 282; Al-Hakim, Al-Mustadrak, 

1:493. The first two clauses of this hadlth are considered correct due to supporting 

evidence for them. The last clause of the hadlth has not been transmitted through 

acceptable chains. 

57 A1-Bukharl, 6668, 6692, 6693; Muslim, 1639; Abu Dawud, 3287; An-Nasa'I, An- 

Nahl 'an an-Nadhar, 7:15-16; Ahmad, 2:61, 86. 
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Luh al-Mahfud). The context of the verse points to this 
interpretation. The context is, "For each period is an appointed 
writing," and then Allah says, "Allah does blot out or confirm what 
He pleases/ 9 that is, from that writing, "And with Him is the Mother 
of the Book," that is, its source, which is the Preserved Tablet. 

Others say that this verse means that Allah erases and abrogates 
what He wishes of His laws and He affirms whichever of them He 
wishes. The context points more to this interpretation. Allah says 
(before the above-quoted part), "And it was never the part of a 
messenger to bring a sign except as Allah permitted. For each period 
there is an appointed writing." This means that the Messenger does 
not produce a sign from himself but it is only from Allah. And then 
Allah says, "For each period is an appointed writing. Allah does blot 
out or confirm what He pleases. With Him is the Mother of the 
Book." That is, every divinely revealed code of law (shari'ah) has 
its appointed time and limit. Then Allah abrogates that legislation 
with another legislation. Allah abrogates what He wills of those 
laws when its time ends and He confirms whatever of those laws He 
so desires. 

There are also other interpretations given for this verse. Allah 
knows best what is correct. 

(21) Nothing about them was hidden from Him before 
He created them. And He knew everything they would 
do before He created them. 

Allah knows what has happened, what will happen, what did 
not happen and, even were it to happen, (He knows) how it would 
happen. As Allah says in the Qur'an, "If they were returned (to this 
world), they would certainly commit again what they have been 
forbidden" [6:28]. He knows that they will not be returned, but He 
states that if they were to be returned, they would return to their old 
misdeeds. Allah also says, "If Allah found in them any good, He 
would have indeed made them listen (to the Guidance). As it is, if 
He had made them listen, they would have turned back and declined 
(faith)" [8:23]. This is a refutation of the Rafidah and Qadariyyah, 
who say that Allah does not know something until He creates it and 
brings it into existence. This is related to the question of 
predestination (qadr) and, God willing, we will discuss it in greater 
detail later. 
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(22) He has commanded them to obey Him and He has 
forbidden them to disobey Him. 

After mentioning creation and predestination, the author 
mentions command and prohibition, alluding to Allah's creating of 
the creation for the purpose of His worship. As Allah says, "I have 
not created the j inns and mankind except that they should serve and 
worship Me" [51:56]. He also said, "He created death and life that 
He might try which of you is the best in deeds" [67:2]. 

(23) Things occur as He ordains and wills them. His 
will is always carried out. There is no will for His 
servants except for what He wills for them. Whatever 
He wills for them happens and what He does not will for 
them does not happen. 

Allah has stated, "You do not will except as Allah wills; for 
Allah is Knowing, Wise" [76:30]; "And you will not will except as 
Allah wills - the Lord of the Worlds" [8 1 :29]; "Even if We did send 
angels unto them, and the dead would speak to them, and We 
gathered together all things before their very eyes, they are not the 
ones to believe, unless it is in Allah's plan" [6:111]. He has also 
said, "If your Lord had so willed, they would not have done if 
[6: 112], and "If it had been the will of your Lord, they would have 
all believed, all who are on the earth" [10:99]. He has also said, 
"Those whom Allah wills to guide, He opens their breasts to Islam; 
(but) those whom He wills to leave astray, He makes their breast 
close and constricted as if they had to climb up to the skies" [6:125]. 

And when quoting Noah's statement to his people, Allah says, 
"Of no profit will be my counsel to you, much as I desire to give 
you good counsel, if it be that Allah wills to leave you astray" 
[11:34]; and, "Whom Allah wills He leaves to wander; whom He 
wills, He places on the way that is straight" [6:39]. These and many 
other similar verses prove that what Allah wills happens and what 
He does not will does not happen. How can something happen in 
His kingdom that He does not will? No belief is further astray than 
the belief that Allah wills a non-believer to believe, but he does not 
believe and his will prevails over the will of Allah. Far exalted is 
Allah above what these people allege. 

One may object to our view and say that it is contradicted by the 
following verses, "Those who ascribe partners (to Allah) will say: 
'If Allah had willed, we would not have ascribed partners to Him, 
nor would our fathers'" [6:148]; "The worshipers of false gods say: 
' If Allah had so willed, we would not have worshiped anything but 
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Him, neither we nor our fathers'" [16:35); and, "They say: 'If it had 
been the will of Allah, Most Gracious, we would not have 
worshiped such (deities)/ Of that they have no knowledge. They do 
nothing but lie" [43:20]. But Allah is condemning them for their 
ascribing their polytheism to the will of Allah. Similarly, He 
censured Iblls for ascribing to Allah his misguidance, when he said, 
"'My Lord, because you have put me in the wrong, I will make 
wrong seem right to them on the earth'" [15:39]. 

This objection has been answered in many ways, the best of 
which are the following. Allah condemned them because they 
thought that His creative will (mashi 'ah) implies His pleasure and 
love for the act. They were actually saying, "If He disliked that act 
and was angered by it, why did He will it?" So they take His 
creative will as evidence for His approval. Allah refutes them on this 
point. Or He is censuring their belief that Allah's creative will is 
evidence that He commanded the act. Or Allah is rebuking them for 
rejecting His Shari'ah and His commands with which He sent His 
messengers and concerning which He revealed His books by His 
command and decree. Instead of obeying those commands, they 
refer to Allah's general will. Instead of them mentioning that from 
the point of view of tawhld, they mention it to oppose His 
commands and laws. This is what the zanadiqah and ignorant folk 
do. When they are commanded to do or not to do something, they 
excuse themselves on the plea of predestination. At the time of 
'Umar, a thief similarly justified his theft on the grounds of 
predestination. 'Umar chastised him and retorted, "I also amputate 
your hands on the will and decree of Allah." The verse, "Thus did 
those before them make charges of falsehood" [6: 148], supports this 
view. It exposes such people and says that their intention is only to 
evade the command of Allah. One may ask how they know that 
Allah did not ordain it. Did they peek into the Unseen? 

Some people argue from the hadith which mentions that Moses 
charged Adam with bringing mankind out of Paradise, and Adam 
rebutted the charge by saying, "Do you blame me for a thing Allah 
had ordained for me forty years before I was created?" After relating 
their discussion, the Prophet (peace be on him) commented that 
Adam defeated Moses in the argument. 58 This hadith is authentic; 
therefore, we accept and submit to it. We do not try to find fault 
with its transmitters or question its wording, as do the Qadariyyah. 
Nor do we try to explain it away. The correct understanding of the 



58 A1-Bukhari, 3409, 4736, 4738, 6614, 7515; Muslim, 2652; Abu Dawud, As- 
Sunnah, 4701; At-TirmidhI, Al-Qadr, 2135; Ibn Majah, A l-Muqaddamah, 80. 
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hadlth, though, is not that Adam excused his sin on the grounds of 
predestination (qadr). He knew his Lord and his sin too well to offer 
that excuse. How can one expect such a thing from a prophet which 
one cannot expect from an ordinary Believer? Similarly, Moses 
knew his father (Adam) and his sin better than to blame Adam for a 
sin that he had repented of and that Allah had forgiven him, and he 
had been chosen and guided. The thing for which Moses blamed 
Adam was the affliction that mankind faced in being removed from 
Paradise. Adam countered this charge by saying that the affliction 
had already been ordained. Thus, he argued according to 
predestination, not concerning the sin he committed, but concerning 
the affliction that was the result of the sin. One can refer to 
predestination concerning calamities and afflictions but not 
concerning sins. 

That is the best interpretation given for that hadlth. What is 
determined of calamities and afflictions must be submitted to and 
accepted. This is part of the complete pleasure with Allah as Lord. 
As for sins, one should not commit them. But if one does commit 
sins, he must ask for forgiveness and repent. Therefore, one repents 
of sins and patiently bears afflictions. Allah says, "Bear patiently, 
for the promise of Allah is true; and ask forgiveness for your sin" 
[40:55]; and, "If you are patient and fear Allah, their plotting will 
not harm you in the least" [3:120]. 

As for the statement of Iblis, "'Lord, because you have led me 
astray..., 9 " Allah has condemned Him for justifying his act on the 
basis of predestination. But he is not being blamed for his 
recognition that what he did was preordained. Look at what Noah 
(peace be on him) said, "Of no profit will be my counsel to you, 
much as I desire to give you counsel, if it be that Allah wills to leave 
you astray. He is your Lord, and to Him will you return" [1 1:34]. 
And how beautiful are these lines of a poet: 

What You will happens, 
even though I may not will it, 
and what I will does not happen 
if You do not will it. 

Wahb Ibn Munabbih said, "I contemplated qadr and became 
confused and lost. Again I contemplated qadr and became confused 
and lost. Then I discovered that the people who understand qadr 
best are those who do not discuss it; and the people most ignorant of 
qadr are those who talk about it." 
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(24) He gives guidance to whomever He wills, protects 
them and keeps them safe from harm as an act of grace. 
And He leads astray whomever He wills, abases them 
and afflicts them out of His justice. 

This is a refutation of the Mu'tazill view that it is incumbent 
upon Allah to do what is best for human beings. This topic is part of 
a larger question on divine guidance and abandonment. 

The Mu'tazilah say, "Guidance from Allah is simply showing 
the straight path. Misguidance (being led astray) means the He 
pronounces that someone has strayed, or His judgment that 
someone has strayed, when the servant himself creates an act of 
misguidance." This is all based on their wrong principle that human 
beings create their own actions. 

The evidence for what the author has said includes Allah's 
statement, "You cannot guide whom you like; it is Allah Who guides 
whom He wills" [28:56]. If guidance were simply to show the 
straight path, then how can that type of guidance be denied of the 
Prophet (peace be on him)? He does show the straight path to 
everyone, whether they accept it or reject it. And Allah says, "Had 
We willed, We would have given everyone his guidance" [32:13], 
and "He leaves astray whom He wills, and guides whom He wills" 
[74:31]. If guidance from Allah were simply defining what is true, it 
has been done for everyone, so how can it can it be qualified in 
these verses by His will to do so? Allah also says, "Had it not been 
for the grace of My Lord, I should have certainly have been among 
those brought there (to Hell)" [37:57]. And finally, "Whom Allah 
wills, He leaves to stray; whom He wills, He places on the Way that 
is straight" [6:39]. 

(25) All of them are subject to His will, between either 
His grace or His justice. 

This is true because they are as Allah has said of them, "It is He 
Who has created you; and of you are some that are unbelievers and 
some that are Believers" [64:2]. Hence, when He guides someone to 
faith, it is an act of grace from Him and to Him belongs the praise 
for that act. But when He leaves another to wander, it is His justice 
and He is also deserving of praise for that. 

We will discuss this topic in more detail later, God willing. This 
is because the author did not put all of his statements concerning 
qadr in one place. Therefore, we will follow his order. 
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(26) He is exalted above having opponents {a dad) or 
equals (an dad). 

Didd means 'opposite' or 'opponent'; nidd means 'equal'. Allah 
has no one to oppose Him; what He wills happens; what He does 
not will does not happen; and there is none equal to or like Him. As 
Allah has said, "There is none like unto Him" [112:4]. By denying 
that Allah has an opponent or an equal, the author seems to be 
censuring the Mu'tazili view that man is the creator of his acts. 

(27) His decision is never reversed; His command is 
never resisted; His will is never frustrated. 

That is to say, there is no one Who can force Him to change His 
decision, delay its implementation, or frustrate its execution. He is 
the One God, the Supreme, the Irresistible. 

(28) We believe in all of these things, and We are 
certain that everything comes from Him. 

Concerning iman (faith), God willing, it will be discussed later. 
As for al-iqan, it means istiqrar - 'to settle'. For example, water 
yaqina in the tank, that is, water settles in the tank. As for the tanwin 
in kullan, it stands for the construct state, so it refers to everything 
that happens. The sentence, therefore, means that we have a firm 
and unshakable conviction that everything that happens is from 
Allah. Everything is determined and ordained by Him. Everything is 
created and brought into being by His will. We will return to this 
point later, God willing. 

(29) (And we believe and are certain) that Muhammad is 
His chosen Servant {'abd\ His elect Prophet (nabi) and 
His Messenger (rasiil), with whom He is well-pleased. 

The words used by At-Tahawl for "chosen", "elect" and "well- 
pleased" are very similar in meaning. 

Note that the completeness of human beings lies in the 
actualization of the true worship of Allah. Whenever the human 
being increases his actualization of that worship, he becomes more 
complete and he ascends in degree. Anyone who thinks that human 
beings may transcend the limits of worship, in any manner 
whatsoever, and that this transcendence means greater perfection, is 
a most ignorant and deviant person. Allah has said, "They say that 
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the Most Gracious has begotten offspring — exalted is He above that. 
They are but servants raised in honor" [21:26]. There are other 
similar verses in the Qur'an. Allah describes His Prophet (peace be 
on him) as c abd (servant) when mentioning his greatest event. While 
discussing the Prophet's ascension to heaven, He says, "Glory be to 
Allah, Who took His servant ('abd) for a journey by night" [17:1]. 
(He has referred to the Prophet in this manner in several other 
verses. For example,) He has said, "Yet when the servant of Allah 
stands forth to invoke Him" [72:19]; "He (Allah) conveyed the 
inspiration to His servant what He meant to convey" [53:10]; and, 
"If you are in doubt as to what We have revealed to Our servant..." 
[2:23]. It is because of (his excellent servitude to Allah) that he 
excelled everyone in this world and will surpass everyone in the 
next. That is why Jesus will say on the Day of Judgment, when the 
people come to him seeking his intercession on their behalf, "Go to 
Muhammad; he is the servant ( 'abd) who has had all of his early and 
later faults forgiven." 59 He attained that great status through his 
complete servitude of Allah. 

The author has used a kasrah in the statement "inna 
Muhammadan" in conjunction with the words, "inna Allaha 
wahidun..." It has to be in this manner because they are ruled by 
the governing words, "And we say {naqul) about Allah's 
oneness..." 60 

The well known approach of the theologians to prophethood is 
through demonstration of miracles. Many of them do not recognize 
the prophethood of prophets except through miracles, and they 
confirm them in strange ways. Many of them require the rejection of 
supernatural events coming through anyone except prophets. They 
even deny the wondrous acts that occur to the pious devotees of 
Allah, the existence of magic, and so on. 

There is no doubt that miracles constitute authentic evidence, but 
miracles are not the only kind of evidence. Prophethood is claimed 
either by the most honest person or the most dishonest person. It is 
not difficult for anyone except the most ignorant to ascertain which 
is which. The situation and circumstances around them reveal who 
is who. There are many ways to distinguish between the truthful and 
the liars for people other than prophets; therefore, what about the 
case of those who claim to be prophets? (There must also be many 



59 Part of the hadlth on intercession reported by Anas Ibn Malik and recorded in AI- 
Bukhari, 4476, 6365, 7410, 7516; Muslim, 193, 322; Ibn Majah, Az-Zuhd, 4312; 
Ahmad, 3:116, 244, 247, 248. 
60 This is a grammatical point that need not concern the English reader. 
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ways to determine if they are truthful.) As Hassan said about the 
Prophet (peace be on him), "Had there been no other distinguishing 
signs in him, his face would have been sufficient to tell you about 
him." 

Whenever an imposter has claimed prophecy, his ignorance, 
lies, wickedness and servility to Satan have been exhibited to 
everyone who has the least bit of discernment. A messenger must 
tell people things, command them to do specific things and perform 
specific acts, all of which demonstrate his sincerity and truthfulness. 
As for the imposter, the things he expounds, the rules he prescribes 
and the deeds that he performs all contain things that expose his 
falsehood in different ways. One is the opposite of the other. For 
every two people who claim the same thing, one will be truthful and 
the other a liar. It is inevitable that the veracity of the one and the 
falsehood of the other become clear to the people, even if only after 
some time. Truth leads to goodness and untruth must lead to evil. 

In the Sahlhs of Al-Bukhari and Muslim it is recorded that the 
Prophet (peace be on him) said, "Be truthful, for truth leads to 
righteousness and righteousness leads to Paradise. One keeps on 
being truthful until Allah records him among the truthful. Refrain 
from lying, for lying leads to wickedness and wickedness leads to 
Hell. One goes on lying until his name is recorded among the 
liars." 61 This is why Allah has said, "Shall I inform you on whom 
the evil ones descend? They descend on every lying, wicked person, 
and pour hearsay vanities in their ears, and most of them are liars. 
And the poets! It is those straying in evil who follow them. Do you 
not see that they wander distracted in every valley? They say what 
they do not practice?" [26:221-226]. 

Soothsayers, fortune-tellers and the like, although they 
sometimes may turn out to be correct concerning something they 
said about the Unseen, have enough lies and evil deeds that it 
becomes clear that the source of their narrations is not an angel and 
that they are not prophets. When the Prophet (peace be on him) 
asked Ibn Sayyad to inform him what the Prophet had kept hidden 
from him, he said, "Smoke." Then the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
said, "Down with you. You cannot be more than what you are," 6 
meaning: 'you are nothing but a soothsayer/ And he said to the 
Prophet, "They (his visiting spirits) sometimes bring him the truth 



61 Muslim, Al-Birrw as-Salah, 2607; Abu Dawud, Al-Adab, 4989; At-Tirmidhi, Al- 
Birr wa as-Salah, 1962; Ahmad, 1:384, 393. 

62 A1-Bukharl, 1354, 3055, 6123, 6618; Muslim, Al-Fitan wa Ashrat as-Sa'ah, 2930; 
Abu Dawud, Al-Malahim, 4329; At-TirmidhI,i4/-F/ta/i, 2250; Ahmad, 2:148, 149. 
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and sometimes falsehood." 63 He also said, "I see a throne on the 
water." 64 And that was the throne of Satan. The Qur'an makes it 
clear that poets are only followed by those who wander astray, 
indulging in their evil desires, even if it ruins their lives in the end. 
One who recognizes the Prophet, his truthfulness, his keeping of his 
word, his doing what he says, will be convinced that he was neither 
a poet nor a soothsayer. 

People have different ways of discriminating between a truthful 
person and a liar. They use such means even for common people 
like farmers, weavers, writers, grammarians, doctors, jurists, and 
so on. (Similarly, there are ways to determine the veracity of a 
prophet.) Prophecy encompasses concepts and precepts which are 
the noblest of all truths and principles of conduct known to man. It 
is necessary that the prophet set an example in everything. If this is 
true, it is not difficult to ascertain who is a true prophet and who is 
not. 

The profound scholars state that if something is reported by one, 
two or three persons, that is circumstantial evidence that leads the 
report to be considered true by necessity. In the same way, one 
person's pleasure with another, or his love or hate, pleasure or 
displeasure, may be noted from the expression on his face, even if 
he is not able to convey it in words. Allah has said, "Had We so 
willed, We could have shown them to you, and you would have 
known them by their marks" [47:30]. Then Allah continues, "But 
surely you will know them by the tone of their speech" [47:30]. And 
there is a saying which goes, "When you conceal something in your 
heart, Allah reveals it through your face and the slip of your 
tongue." 

Just as one discovers a truthful report from a deceitful report 
through circumstantial evidence, what about the case of one who 
claims to be a prophet? How can the truthfulness of such be hidden 
from his lies? How can it be that it is possible to distinguish between 
the truthful claimant to prophecy from the lying claimant through 
different evidence? 



63 A1-Bukhari, 6273; Muslim, Al-Fitan, 2930. 

64 Part of a hadlth in Muslim, Al-Fitan, 2925, narrated by Abu Sa'Id Al-Khudrt. The 
hadlth states, "Once the Prophet, Abu Bakr and 'Umar met Abu 'Ayyad. The Prophet 
(peace be on him) said, 'Will you bear witness that I am the Messenger of Allah? He 
said, 'Will you bear witness that I am the messenger of Allah? The Prophet (peace be 
on him) said, 'I believe in Allah, His angels, and His books.' Then he asked him, 
'What do you see?' He said, 'I see a throne on the waters.' The Prophet (peace be on 
him) then said, 'You rather see the throne of Iblls on the waters...'" Also, see At- 
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Khadijah, may Allah be pleased with her, knew that her husband 
was honest and truthful. Therefore, when he received his first 
revelation and he told her, "I fear for my life," she said to him, 
"Fear not. I swear by Allah, that Allah will never disgrace you. You 
keep the ties of kinship, speak the truth, help the needy, honor the 
guest, give to the poor and assist those in difficulty." 6 Obviously, 
the Prophet (peace be on him) was not fearful because he told lies; 
he knew about himself that he did not lie. He feared, though, that 
some evil might befall him. That is the second stage. Khadijah told 
him what negated such a fear by reminding him of his virtues and 
noble qualities. She knew that it is Allah's way not to disgrace 
people of that nature. 

Similarly, when the Negus, the emperor of Abyssinia, enquired 
about the teachings of the Prophet and the Muslim refugees from 
Makkah recited a portion of the Qur'an to him, he told them, "This 
and what Moses brought are two rays that shine from the same 
source of light." 66 

When Khadijah took the Prophet (peace be on him) to her cousin 
Waraqah Ibn Nawfal, who was a Christian and who used to write 
the Gospel in Arabic, and asked him to listen to what had happened 
to the Prophet (peace be on him), he responded, "This is the angel 
(an-namus) who used to visit Moses." 67 

When Heraclius, the king of the Byzantines, received the letter 
from the Prophet (peace be on him) inviting him to Islam, he 
inquired whether there were any Arabs in the city at that time. Abu 
Sufyan and a trade caravan happened to be present. The king called 
for him and asked Abu Sufyan about the Prophet (peace be on him). 
He commanded the other Arabs (who were with Abu Sufyan) to 
contradict him if he should lie. They ended up endorsing with their 
silence all that he said. The king asked, "Were any of his forefathers 
a king?" Abu Sufyan said no. The king asked, "Did anyone else 
among you make the same statements before him?" Abu Sufyan 
answered no. He then asked, "Does he come from a noble family?" 
"Yes," was Abu Sufyan' s answer. 



65 Part of a hadlth narrated by 'A'ishah, recorded in Al-Bukhari, 3, 4935, 6982; 

Muslim, Al-Iman, 160; Ahmad, 6:153, 232. 

66 Part of a long hadlth narrated by Umm Salamah, recorded in Ahmad, 1:201-203, 

5:290-292; Ibn Hisham, As-Slrah an-Nabawlyyah, 1:334-337. Al-Arnawut says that 

its chain is strong. 

67 Part of the same hadlth just mentioned, narrated by 'A'ishah and recorded by Al- 

Bukharl and others. 
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Then he asked, "Did you find him telling a lie before he said 
what he is saying?" He answered, "No, we never experienced him 
lying." The king then asked, "Are his followers the weak or the 
nobles?" He was told that the weak were following him. He then 
asked, "Are they increasing or decreasing in number?" He was told 
that they were increasing. He then asked, "Did anyone turn from his 
religion in anger with him after he had entered the religion?" They 
said no. The king said, "Have you fought him?" They said yes. The 
king asked about the fighting between them and they told him, 
"Sometimes they win and sometimes we win." The king asked, 
"Has he ever betrayed anyone?" They told him that he had not. He 
then asked, "What does he command?" They said, "He commands 
us to worship only Allah, not ascribing any partners to Him. And he 
forbids us what our fathers worshiped. He commands us to pray, 
speak the truth, practice temperance and be kind to relatives." 

Those were more than ten questions. After asking them, the king 
told them what they demonstrated, "I asked you if any of his 
forefathers were king and you said no. If you had said that among 
his forefathers was a king, I would have said that he is a person 
who is seeking the kingdom of his father. And I asked you if 
anyone among you had made the same statements he makes. You 
answered no. I would have told you, if you had said that there was 
such a person making the same statements, that he is simply 
following in the footsteps of that person. Then I asked if you had 
ever known him to lie before he started his claims. You answered in 
the negative. I concluded that it was not possible for one who did 
not lie in matters of man to lie while speaking about Allah. I asked 
you if the weak or the nobles follow him and you told me that the 
weak follow him. These are the people who follow the 
messengers," meaning in the beginning of their message. 

Then he said, "I asked you if his followers were increasing or 
decreasing, and you said they are certainly increasing. This is what 
happens with true faith until it becomes dominant. And I asked you 
if anyone had turned from his religion in anger with him after he had 
entered the religion. You said no. That is the case with true faith. 
When it enters the heart, no one can be displeased with it 
afterwards." This is one of the greatest signs of truth. On the other 
hand, deception and falsehood must be exposed in the end. Those 
who believed in such a false message end up denouncing it. Those 
who remained away from it at the beginning never enter its fold. 
Falsehood can prevail for a short time but then it becomes exposed. 

Heraclius continued by saying, "I asked you about the fighting 
between you and him and you said that sometimes you are 
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victorious and sometimes he. That is the way with messengers. 
They are tested but the final result is always for them. And I asked 
you if he had ever betrayed anyone and you said no. That is the way 
of the messengers; they never betray." He was aware of the ways of 
the messengers and how Allah dealt with them. He knew that 
sometimes they are victorious and sometimes they are tested. He 
knew that they never betray. He knew those were the signs of the 
messengers and that it was the way of Allah to test the prophets and 
Believers with both ease and hardship so they could attain gratitude 
and patience. In the Sahih it is recorded that the Prophet (peace be on 
him) said, "I swear by the One in Whose hand is my life, Allah 
never decrees anything for a Believer except that is good for him. 
And that is the case for no one else except the Believer. If comfort 
comes to him he gives thanks and that is good for him. If hardship 
comes to him he is patient and that is good for him." 68 

Allah has explained in the Qur'an the wisdom behind the 
enemy's victory over the Believers at Uhud. He says, "Lose not 
heart, nor fall into despair, for you must gain mastery if you are true 
in faith," [3:139], and "AlifLdm Mim. Do men think that they will 
be left alone on saying, 'We believe,' and they will not be tested?" 
[29:1-2]. There are many verses and ahddlth that tell how Allah acts 
towards His creatures and what wisdom underlies His acts which 
bedazzle the mind. 

Heraclius continued, "I asked you about his teachings and you 
said that he asked you to worship Allah alone without associating 
anyone with Him, to offer prayer, abide by truth, practice 
temperance and do good to kin, and that he forbade you to worship 
the gods your fathers had been worshiping. This is what the 
prophets preach. I knew that a prophet was to be bom; however, I 
did not expect that he would be from you. I wish I could accept him. 
Were I not king,T would go to see him. If what you say is true, he 
will conquer the ground on which I am standing." Heraclius was 
addressing Abu Sufyan Ibn Harb, who was at that time a disbeliever 
and a staunch enemy of the Prophet (peace be on him). Abu Sufyan 
himself stated, "When we left I told my companions, 'The matter of 
the son of Abu Kabshah (the Prophet) has become so strong that 
even the king of the Romans fears it.' Since that time I was certain 
that the Prophet's religion would dominate until Allah forced me into 
Islam, even though I disliked it." 69 



8 Muslim, Az-Zuhd wa ar-Riqaq, 2999; Ahmad, 4:332, 6:16. 
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One must realize that things that happen within the heart are 
produced by a complexity of causes, none of which can be regarded 
as sufficient in itself. Satiety, quenching of thirst, gratitude, joy and 
sorrow, and other similar things are complex experiences which are 
caused by a combination of factors, though each may have its own 
effects. Similar is the case with knowledge that is based on reports. 
One report generates some probability in the heart, a second report 
strengthens it, and so on until it is transformed into definite 
knowledge. The same is true of the arguments for the veracity or 
otherwise of a claimant. 

Furthermore, Allah has preserved some vestiges that point to the 
favors He bestowed on His prophets and Believers, as well as what 
punishment He meted out to those who denied the messengers. 
Examples are the relics of the flood of Noah or of the drowning of 
the Pharaoh and his army. Whenever Allah narrates the stories of the 
successive prophets in Surat Ash-Shu'ara, such as the stories of 
Moses, Abraham, Noah and others after him, He stated at the end of 
each story, "Truly in that is a sign, but most men do not believe. 
And truly, your Lord is He, the Exalted in Might, Most Merciful" 
[26:8-9, 68-69, 103-104, 121-122, 139-140, 158-159, 174-175 
and 190-191]. 

In short, the knowledge that there have been people in the world 
who claimed that they were messengers of Allah, that a section of 
people followed them and others rejected them, that Allah helped the 
prophets and their followers and made them victorious, and that He 
punished their enemies — all of this is part of the most reliable and 
most certain part of historical knowledge. This knowledge has been 
transmitted in a far better and clearer manner than the knowledge 
concerning the kings of Persia or the scholars of Greece, such as 
Hippocrates, Galen, Ptolemy, Socrates, Plato and Aristotle. 

Today, when we know about the prophets, as well as their 
followers and enemies, through continuous transmission of reports, 
we become certain, for various reasons, that they were true 
prophets. First, they had told their people that Allah would 
eventually help them and leave their opponents to perish. The final 
matter would be in their favor. Second, it actually happened that 
Allah gave them victory and destroyed their enemies. When we also 
know how such occurred, for example how Pharaoh was drowned, 
how the people of Noah perished in the deluge and how Allah saved 
him and his companions, we recognize the truthfulness of the 
messengers. Third, if one is familiar with what the messengers 
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brought of laws and principles of life, it will be clear to him that they 
were the most knowledgeable men and that what they said could not 
have come from an ignorant liar. Furthermore, what they brought of 
mercy, well-being, guidance, goodness, guiding mankind to what 
benefits them and keeping them from what harms them is proof that 
these things came from truly sincere and affectionate well-wishers of 
mankind who wanted nothing but good and happiness for them. 

This is not the place to mention the miracles of Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be on him). One may consult the relevant books 
on the subject, such as the work of Al-BayhaqI and others. 

To deny the prophethood of Muhammad (peace be on him) is to 
challenge the wisdom of Allah and to accuse Him of being unjust 
and unwise. In fact, it is to deny His Lordship (rubiibiyyah). Allah 
is well exalted above such things. 

Here is the explanation of that argument. Suppose Muhammad 
were not a prophet, as they say, but simply an unjust ruler who 
claimed to have been sent by Allah, enjoined some things and 
forbade others, prescribed new rules and laws and abrogated earlier 
ones, fought people and killed followers of former prophets, even 
though they were not wrong, reduced their women to slaves, seized 
their property, annexed their lands, and went on doing all of this 
until he dominated the land. And during all of that, he claimed that 
he was acting on the command of Allah and that Allah was blessing 
him and was pleased with him. And suppose further that he 
continued such lies for twenty-three years until Allah gave him 
victory, helped him by supernatural means, responded to his 
prayers, destroyed his enemies and gave him fame. If he did all of 
these things out of evil, as they claim, then he must have been the 
most wicked of men and the greatest liar ever. He would have also 
been the destroyer of the prophetic religions and killer of the pious 
friends of Allah. Despite all that, Allah kept helping him and 
bestowing on him one success after another. And Allah never 
thought for a moment to stop or destroy him. If (any people) believe 
that, they must also believe that there is no Creator, Ruler or Lord of 
the world, for if there were a Ruler of the world, powerful and 
wise, He would have certainly stopped him, punished him severely 
and made him a lesson for people who came afterwards. Nothing 
short of this would be becoming to any human ruler, not to speak of 
the Ruler of rulers and Judge of judges. 

But, on the contrary, Allah increased his fame, made his religion 
prevail and made a great many people in all parts of the world 
believe in his prophecy and witness to his piety. We do not deny 
that many people have falsely claimed prophecy and enjoyed some 
success for a time. But their successes were short-lived and their 
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victories ephemeral. In fact, Allah made His true prophets and their 
followers triumphant in the end over such liars. He annihilated the 
latter completely. This is the way of Allah that He has been 
following forever. Even the disbelievers are aware of this fact. Allah 
says in the Qur'an, "Do they say: 'A poet! We wait for him some 
calamity (hatched) by time.' Say: You wait. I, too, will wait along 
with you" [52:30-31]. 

Don't you see that He is stating that His perfection, wisdom and 
power refuse to allow anyone who forges statements in His name to 
remain unpunished? Indeed, He will certainly make such a person a 
lesson for His servants, as His practice with the forgers in the past 
has shown. He says, "What! Do they say: 4 He has forged a 
falsehood against Allah? 9 But if Allah willed, He could seal your 
heart" [42:24]. This ends the reply to the condition and then Allah 
makes a clear, unconditional statement that He wipes away what is 
false and establishes what is true. He says, "No just estimate of 
Allah do they make when they say: 'Allah does not send anything to 
man (by way of revelation)" [6:91]. Allah has stated that anyone 
who denies His sending of messengers and revelation does not have 
the correct image of Allah. 

People have distinguished between a prophet (nabt) and a 
messenger {rasut) in different ways. The best view on this question, 
in my judgment, is that when Allah reveals about the Unseen to a 
man and asks him to convey that to others, he is a prophet and a 
messenger. But if He does not ask him to preach it to others, he is a 
prophet and not a messenger. Hence, a messenger is a special kind 
of prophet. It follows that every messenger is a prophet but not vice- 
versa. The office of messenger is higher than the office of prophet 
which it incorporates. On the other hand, the category of the 
messengers is a smaller category (in number) than that of the 
prophets, which includes the former and is wider than it. In short, 
as a concept, the office of messenger is wider, but as regards the 
number of its bearers, it is smaller. 

The sending of messengers is one of the greatest blessings that 
Allah has bestowed on mankind. This is especially true in the case 
of Muhammad (peace be on him). Allah has said, "Allah did confer 
a great favor on the Believers when He sent among them a 
messenger from among themselves, rehearsing unto them the verses 
of Allah, purifying them, and instructing them in scripture and 
wisdom, while before that they had been in manifest error" [3:164]; 
also, "We sent you not but as a mercy for all creatures" [21 : 107]. 



